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COUNTY OF BUCKS
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

BUCKS COUNTY PARK SYSTEM
RULES AND REGULATIONS

ORDINANCE NO. 170
Enacted January 18,2023

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF BUCKS, COMMONWEALTH
OF PENNSYLVANIA, REPEALING ORDINANCE 95 OF 1997 AND ITS
AMENDMENT AND PROVIDING FOR RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE USE OF THE BUCKS COUNTY PARK SYSTEM

WHEREAS, Bucks County ("County") enacted Ordinance No. 95, known as the
“Bucks County Park Rules and Regulations” on July 30, 1997; and,

WHEREAS, the County amended Ordinance 95 on May 18, 2011 by enacting

Ordinance 140; and,

WHEREAS, the County desires to revise and update provision of the rules and
regulations for the Park System; and

WHEREAS, the County desires to repeal Ordinance 95 of 1997 and Ordinance 140 of
2011, in their entirety, and any other amendment thereto, and adopt the rules and regulations
as set forth in this Ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ENACTED and ORDAINED by the County of
Bucks, Pennsylvania as follows:

§1 Title
This ordinance shall be known as the “Bucks County Park System Rules and Regulations.”
§2 Purpose

These regulations are established to govern the conduct of the members of the public in parks
and recreational facilities established and maintained by Bucks County Department of Parks
and Recreation and to protect the public property.

§3 Definitions

Except where the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following terms shall have the
following meanings:

A. “County” shall mean the County of Bucks.

B. “Park System” shall mean any parks, buildings, and other properties owned or leased
by the County of Bucks, including but not limited to those designated or used by the
County for park or open space purposes. The current tax parcels making up the Park
System are located at Exhibit A. The Chief Operating Officer is delegated the
authority to add or remove tax parcels on this list. The most current version of
Exhibit A will be available for review at the Director’s office.

C. “Park Ranger” shall mean all duly sworn-in members of the Parks Ranger Division.

D. “Department” shall mean the Bucks County Department of Parks and
Recreation.

E. “Director” shall mean the Executive Director for the Bucks County Parks and
Recreation Department as designated by the Bucks County Commissioners.

§4 Hours

A. The Park System and recreational facilities established, maintained, and operated by



the Department are open to all members of the public, unless posted or designated
otherwise.

B. The Park System shall be open to the public between the hours of sunrise to sunset

each day unless different hours are established by general or specific notification
made by the Director.

C. Any section or part of any park or recreational facility may be declared closed to the

public by the Director at any time and for any interval of time, either temporarily or
at regular and stated intervals and either entirely or for certain uses, as the Director
shall find necessary. Any aggrieved party may appeal to the Director in writing
within ten (10) business days of the Director’s declaration.

D. Portions of Chapman Road, Creek Road and New Galena Road located within Peace

Valley Park (New Britain Township) and County Way and Library Way (Bristol
Township) shall remain open twenty-four hours a day for transient motor vehicle
traffic.

§5 Permits

§5.1 Activities requiring permits

Permits are required for the following purposes:
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H.

Use of recreational buildings, pavilions, and camping grounds.

Use of athletic fields.

To reserve any area in the Park System for use.

An event or activity which thirty-five (35) or more people are expected to attend.
Authorization of overnight motor vehicle parking.

Use of park property for commercial purposes, i.e. photography, athletic contests, etc.

A special use permit is required for the following activities: 5k walks/runs, birthday
parties, company picnics, festivals, weddings/ceremonies, family reunions,
workshops/clinics/classes and any other event deemed a special use by the
Department.

Any other purpose as set forth in these rules and regulations.

§5.2 Application for permits

A.

B.

Any person or association of persons desiring to obtain a permit shall make request
at the office of the Department either online, in person, or by telephone.

When a fee or deposit is required, permits will not be issued until payment is
received.

Permits are issued on a first come, first serve basis; however, priority shall be given
to the activities of the Department.

No person under the age of eighteen (18) years shall be issued a permit to use the
Park System.

Request for permit fee waivers may be granted by the Director. This authority may not
be delegated.

§5.3 Guidelines for issuance of permits

A.

The Department shall issue a permit hereunder when it is satisfied that:
1. The proposed use will not unreasonably interfere with or detract from the
general public use and enjoyment of the Park System.
2. The proposed use does not present a substantial or unwarranted safety
hazard.
The facilities desired have not been already reserved.
The proposed use will not cause damage or injury to property.
5. The proposed use complies with all applicable provisions of the Parks &
Recreation Rules and Regulations.
6. Ifapplicable, the applicant has procured, at its expense, one or more policies
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of insurance that meet the County’s insurance requirements.
7. The applicant has the financial capability and other necessary capabilities to
@A) adequately maintain the public health, safety and welfare
during the proposed use or event, and
(i)  satisfy the cost of any general liability claims or property
damage arising from applicant’s proposed use or event.
8. All additional permit terms, conditions, and special rules as determined by
the Director for each permit type are agreed to.

B. The Department shall take the following additional considerations into account in
considering permit requests to fairly determine whether a permit should be issued
hereunder and may require the requester to complete a special use application to aid
in its determination:

1. The size and purpose for which the park is normally used.
2. The location of the park and the area surrounding it.
3. The facilities available to accommodate the intended use.

C. Any person or association of persons denied the issuance of a permit or a fee
waiver may appeal to the Board of Commissioners of Bucks County in writing within
ten (10) business days of being notified of said denial.

D. Revocation. Any violation of a rule, term, or condition of a permit may result in
immediate revocation of the Permit, loss of all privileges or authorization otherwise
arising under the Permit, and forfeiture of any deposits and fees paid in connection
with the Permit.

§6 Operation and Parking of Motorized Vehicles

The County of Bucks hereby exercises its power to control traffic within the physical
boundaries of the Park System pursuant to 75 Pa.C.S. §§ 6102(b) and 6109. In accordance
with this authority,

A. No person shall:

1. Park a vehicle in the Park System between the hours of sunset and sunrise
unless different hours are established by general or specific notifications or
by permit or written permission from the Director.

2. Operate a vehicle and stop, stand, or park said vehicle in any place marked
as a passenger or loading zone, other than for expeditious loading or
unloading of passengers, or for the unloading and delivery or pickup and
loading of materials.

3. Operate and stop, stand, or park a vehicle upon any roadway or in any
parking area in such a manner as to form an obstruction to traffic thereon.

4. Drive upon or park upon any lawn in any park unless specifically authorized
to do so by the Department.

5. Operate and stop, stand, or park a vehicle in such a manner as to block or
restrict use of a campsite road, maintenance road, boat ramp, gate, bollard,
pavilion access road, or bike/hiking/horse trail.

6. Operate a vehicle or park in any place where “No Parking,” “Do Not Enter,”
“Road Closed,” or “Authorized Vehicles Only” signs or any sign and/or
barricades have been erected that would indicate that the area is not open to
the general public without first obtaining permission from the Department.

7. Operate or park a vehicle in such a manner as to block the exit or removal
of another vehicle.

8. Operate or park a vehicle in such a manner as to take up more than one
designated parking spot.

9. Park in an area designated for persons with disabilities only without
displaying a placard or license plate legally issued to the operator.

10. Operate a vehicle in excess of fifteen (15) M.P.H. within the Park System
unless a higher rate of speed has been posted.

11. Operate a vehicle in any park or place other than park roadways open to the
general public, with the exception of vehicles authorized by the Department
for the purpose of park maintenance, improvement, or patrol functions, or
to areas set aside as special use areas.

3



WAL

127

12. Operate any vehicle within the Park System in a manner which carelessly
disregards the rights and safety of others or endangers any person or
property.

13. Operate any type of minibike, motor-driven cycle, dirt bike, ATV,
snowmobile, or other motorized vehicle that is not authorized (titled,
registered and insured) for operation on the public highways.

14. Service or make mechanical repairs on vehicles except in cases of
emergency.

15. Fail to yield the right of way to any person riding a horse, hiking, walking,
or biking on designated trails where such trails cross streets or roadways.

16. Disobey the direction of a traffic control device or a duly authorized Park
employee or designee.

17. Operate a vehicle in a manner that causes damage or injury to turf, lawn, or
Park System property.

B. In conjunction with this section, the Motor Vehicle Code of Pennsylvania shall apply
to all park roadways within the Park System.

C. The Department is hereby authorized to design and issue parking tickets and to
establish, from time to time, by resolution, certain fines or penalties for violation of
any provisions of these rules and regulations and may prescribe the place where such
fines or penalties of these rules and regulations may, in lieu of issuing a citation,
issue a notice of parking violation in such form as is prescribed by the Department.
If such fine or penalty is not paid within the time limits prescribed by the
Department, the person issuing said ticket shall appear before a district justice or
other judicial officer having jurisdiction for the purpose of securing the issuance of
a citation for the violation. In any case where the Board of Commissioners have not,
by resolution, established a fine or penalty for any violation of this section, the
prescribed violation shall be presumed to be fifty dollars ($50.00) for parking in a
designated handicapped parking space and twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for any other
violation.

D. The Department is hereby authorized and designated to establish areas which will be
subject to the afore described violation and to provide for the installation of the
necessary warning signs, traffic lines, and directional devices.

E. Whenever any vehicle has been parked in violation of the provisions of this section
prohibiting or restricting parking and no responsible driver is present, the person in
whose name such vehicle is registered shall be responsible for such violation and
subject to the penalty therefore.

F. All vehicles must be removed from the Park System within forty-eight (48) hours of
discovery by a Park Ranger or other Park employee. Any vehicle remaining in the
Park System after 48 hours has elapsed will be considered abandoned and will be
subject to towing unless written permission for an extended stay is granted by the
Director or their designee.

§7 Operation of Bicycles, E-bikes, and E-scooters

A. Definitions: As used in this section, the following words and phrases shall have the
meanings given to them in this subsection

1. “Bicycle.” A vehicle propelled solely by human-powered pedals. The term
does not mean a three-wheeled human-powered pedal-driven vehicle with a
main driving wheel 20 inches in diameter or under and primarily designed
for children six years of age or younger.

2. “E-Bike” or pedalcycle with electric assist. A vehicle weighing not more
than 100 pounds with two or three wheels more than 11 inches in diameter,
manufactured or assembled with an electric motor system rated at not more
than 750 watts and equipped with operable pedals and capable of a speed
not more than 20 miles per hour on a level surface when powered by the
motor source only. The term does not include a device specifically designed
for use by persons with disabilities.

3. “E-scooter” or low-speed electric scooter. A mobility device with two or
three wheels that weighs less than 100 pounds that has handlebars and an
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electric motor, a floorboard which can be stood upon while riding and is
solely powered by the electric motor and/or human power. E-scooters do
not include:
a. Wheelchairs or powered mobility devices specifically designed
for and used by an individual with a mobility-related disability;
b. Motorized pedalcycle or pedalcycle with electric assist as
defined in the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code; or
¢. Mopeds or motor-driven cycles as defined by the Pennsylvania
Vehicle Code.

B. No person shall ride a bicycle, e-bike, or e-scooter:

1. Upon any property within the Park System except on specifically designated
areas or trails and paved roads.

2. In a careless, negligent, or reckless manner so as to create a nuisance or to
endanger the life or property of persons within the Park System.

3. In a careless, negligent, or reckless manner causing damage to a trail or
property within the Park System.

4. Within the boundaries of nature preserves.

5. Without yielding to pedestrians on roadways, paths or trails and at all
crosswalks. A person traveling on a path or trail must give an audible signal
to pedestrians before passing them on a bicycle or e-bike, or e-scooter.

C. On trails designated for non-motorized use, operators shall only use human power
or pedal-assist power (motor assistance while pedaling). Using the electric motor
exclusively to move an e-bike for an extended period of time without pedaling is
prohibited on non-motorized trails. Operators shall adhere to advised speed limits
along trails and not exceed 15 miles per hour while using the electric motor.

D. The Department reserves the authority to limit the use of e-bikes or e-scooters on
specific trails or portions of trails if deemed necessary for public safety, resource
management, or other operational considerations. The Director may further restrict
use of e-bikes on specific trails or roads if determined that such use would
significantly and adversely impact visitor and staff safety or hinder the
Department’s ability to effectively manage the resource.

E. All bikes and e-bikes are generally permitted on public-use roads within Park
Property, unless otherwise marked as prohibited. Operators shall abide by the
Vehicle Code, local traffic laws, and this ordinance. It is the responsibility of the
operator/rider to know which roads permit use, as well as the rules and regulations
that apply to the specific vehicle in use. According to Pennsylvania's Vehicle Code
(75 Pa. C.S. § 3514), no person under the age of 16 shall operate an e-bike on state
and local highways per the Vehicle Code.

F. Self-balancing electric mobility devices (i.e. hoverboards, unicycles or any personal
transporter that does not have handlebars) are prohibited to be operated on Park
Property, unless a permit is granted by the Director.

§8 Use of Park Property

§8.1 Attachments

No person shall hitch, tie, fasten, nail, anchor, screw, or otherwise attach any wire, cable,
chain, rope, card, sign, poster, advertisement, notice, announcement, handbill, board, or
other articles or device to any post, tree, shrub, rock outcropping, traffic or park sign, or
structure except in accordance with a special use permit issued by the Department.

§8.2 Plant Life and Natural Surroundings

No person shall:

A. Cut, remove, or destroy any tree, sapling, seedling, bush, or shrub, living or dead, or
chip, blaze, box, girdle, trim, or otherwise deface or injure any tree or shrub, or break
or remove any branch, foliage, tree, or shrub, or pick, gather, uproot, remove, or
destroy any flower, plant, or grass, or chisel, drill, or remove any natural stone



deposit except with written permission from the Director.

B. Remove or cause to be removed or to dig any sod, earth, humus, peat, boulder, rock,
gravel, or sand except with written permission from the Director.

C. Build a makeshift dam, or any other device or structure that interferes with the natural
flow of water in waterways that run through the Park System.

D. Plant invasive species of any kind within in the Park System.

§8.3 Field Trial Areas

The Department may set aside park areas on a permit basis to be used as field trial areas to
train hunting dogs. Such areas will be open in compliance with the Pennsylvania Game and
Wildlife Code and the rules and regulations of the Pennsylvania Game Commission.

§8.4 Natural areas

Natural areas in the Park System will be specific sites set aside where no buildings or
structures are permitted. These areas are to be used by the public for their intended purpose
and shall remain as nearly as possible uninfluenced by man, excepting accommodations for
visitors for passive recreational uses.

§9 Regulated Activities

§9.1 Aeronautical Activities

A. Piloted Aircraft. No person shall operate, fly, or launch any airplane, helicopter,
gyrocopter, helium or hot-air balloon, hang glider, parachute, ultra-light plane, or
similar craft or aerial vehicle that requires an onboard pilot from Park Property,
except

1. asauthorized by Permit; or
2. as authorized expressly for Old School Aviation, or its successor, at Van
Sant Airport by applicable state and federal aviation laws and regulations.

B. Remote Controlled and Similar Devices. No person shall possess, operate, fly,
control, or launch any model aircraft, model helicopter, model rocket, powered
projectile, drone, unpersonned aerial vehicle, or similar airborne device remotely
from or above Park Property, except in a manner that is consistent with all applicable
State and Federal laws and regulations and,

1. as authorized by Permit, if required, and only if conducted in a manner that
is not hazardous to County personnel or the general public; or

2. as authorized expressly in designated areas and only if conducted in a
manner that is not hazardous to County personnel or the general public.

C. Prohibited Devices. Certain powered or unpowered flying devices, including
fighting kites, i.e. manja, or other types of kites or projectiles deemed to be hazardous
to County personnel or the general public, may be prohibited by Park Rangers.

§9.2 Alcoholic Beverages

A. No person shall:

1. Consume or possess an alcoholic beverage while in or upon property within
the Park System, unless a permit has been issued by the Director, or their
designee.

2. Enter or remain within the Park System while under the influence of alcohol
to the degree that they may be a danger to themselves or other persons or
property.

B. The Park Rangers shall confiscate alcoholic beverages in any person’s possession
while in or upon property within the Park System.

§9.3 Amusement/Play Equipment
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The temporary construction and/or use of amusement play equipment, (including a
carousel, dunk tank, ball crawl, and pony ride) is permissible only as authorized by Permit.
Inflatable castles, moon bounces, bounce houses or similar temporary inflatable structures
are prohibited except with written permission from the Director.

§9.4 Animals, Birds, and Reptiles

No person shall:

A. Pursue, catch, attempt to catch, strike, molest, wound, disturb, or kill any bird,
animal, or reptiles or disturb any nest, lair, den, burrow, or the like of any animal,
except in such limited areas which the Department may from time to time designate
as authorized hunting areas.

B. Drive, pursue, or remove any wild bird or animal from the confines of the Park
System.

C. Spotlight or use vehicle headlights to view animals except in accordance with the
Pennsylvania Game and Wildlife Code and the rules and regulations of the
Pennsylvania Game Commission.

D. Leave or abandon any animal in the Park System.

§9.5 Audio Equipment Use

No person shall:
A. Use a loudspeaker, public address system, or amplifier within or upon property within
the Park System without a permit issued by the Department.
B. Play or cause to play any radio, audio device, television or stereo equipment, or
similar device, at a volume which is reasonably anticipated to disturb or annoy
others.

§9.6 Boating

A. No person shall operate or launch a boat, watercraft or non-watercraft device (i.e.
inner tube, body board, surfboard, or air mattress) on any lake, stream, pond,
riverbank, or other park property except as authorized by Permit.

B. Operators and occupants of permitted watercraft must comply with all County, local,
state, and federal law governing the use and operation of such watercraft.

C. All persons on board any boat, inflatable device, or permitted watercraft (including
paddleboards, canoes, and kayaks) which are less than 16 feet in length are required
to wear an approved personal flotation device.

D. No person may operate a watercraft propelled by internal combustion motors on any
waters without a Permit.

E. No person may operate a watercraft in a negligent manner so as to endanger
themselves or their passengers or other boaters.

F. A person may operate a watercraft on park property with an elective motor no larger
than 3 horsepower or its equivalent.

§9.7 Camping

A. No person shall camp on Park Property except as authorized in designated areas by
Permit, and subject to payment of applicable fees.

B. No person may enter upon the campsite of another or be within five (5) feet of any
tent, shelter or cabin of another, whether occupied or not, without first obtaining an
invitation or permission to do so by the person to whom the camp site or cabin has
been issued a permit.

C. No person may bring any dog, cat or any pet into camping facilities, except for
service animals that are trained to assist a person with a disability

D. Quiet time at all campsites will begin at 10 PM.

E. The Director is delegated the authority to make additional rules and regulations
regarding camping which will be listed in the permit application.

§9.8 Certain Assemblies



A.

C.

Any group of people that assembles to constitute or participate in a parade,
procession, special use, demonstration, picket line, rally, or similar event on Park
Property is required to procure a Permit authorizing such assembly, except as
provided below in subsection (B).

A group consisting of thirty-five (35) or fewer people that assembles for an activity
described above in subsection (A) is not required to procure a Permit if all of the
following requirements and conditions are met:

1. The group must congregate outdoors in an area of the Park System open to
the general public, and at time when that area is open to the general public
without any fee or charge for admission.

2. The group must not engage in a commercial activity or any other activity
for which a Permit is required by these Regulations.

3. The group may congregate only where it is safe (e.g., without obstructing
the flow of vehicle, bicycle, or pedestrian traffic), and only where the
likelihood of damage to any park property or recreation facility is remote
(e.g., without risk of damage to fitness equipment, sod, or protective
coverings), each as determined in the discretion of the Director, or their
designee.

4. The group must not use or assert use of any park property or recreation
facility (or any area therein) to the exclusion of others, if the County
ordinarily requires a Permit for exclusive use of such area (e.g., a pavilion,
athletic field, or camping area).

5. The group must not occupy a space or area that conflicts with, encroaches
upon, obstructs, disrupts or otherwise interferes with the conduct of County
business, or the use, quiet and peaceable enjoyment of a park property,
recreation facility, or park program by others lawfully present in that space
or area (including any such interference with the lawful use pursuant to this
subsection by another group that congregated first in the same area or its
vicinity).

6. The group must not affix signs, banners, or placards of any sort to a park
property or recreation facility by any means whatsoever, including by
placing stakes into the ground, unless it obtains a Permit.

7. The group must not utilize equipment to amplify sound unless specifically
authorized by its Permit.

The Director, when reviewing a permit application under subsection (A) above, will
consider the criteria listed in subsection (B).

§9.9 Dogs, Pets, and Other Animals

A.

Except in a Dog Park, dogs, pets, and other animals must be under control of the
owner at all times by leash. No leash will be longer than six feet.

Animals must be attended and cared for at all times within the Park System.

Dogs, while unleashed in the dog park, must remain in the direct line of sight of their
handlers and may not be permitted to stray from their handlers’ fields of view.

At the Director’s discretion, any domestic animal which has injured another animal
or patron in an unprovoked attack within the Park System may be prohibited from
returning to the Park System for the remainder of its natural life.

No person shall:

1. Bring dogs, cats, or other domesticated animals on trails or other areas that
have been declared as a “no pet” area by the Director.

2. Bring a dog, cat, or other domesticated animal into the Park System unless
said animal holds a current year’s license and up-to-date rabies vaccination
tags.

3. Bring, drive, or lead any farm animal into the Park System except that horses
may be ridden by persons in charge thereof or driven before a vehicle
attached thereto in accordance with the rules and regulations pursuant to
Section 9.16, Horses.

4. Torture, abuse, or neglect any animal.

Fail to remove any feces deposited by an animal brought to the park.
6. Have a pet in attendance, i.e. on a leash or in a basket, while riding a bicycle or
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other non-powered conveyance in any park area.
7. Allow a dog, cat, or other domesticated animal to swim in Department
controlled waters.

F. Nothing in this section or these rules and regulations shall prohibit or interfere with

the use of guide, signal, or service animals as defined by the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

§9.10 Dog Park

A.
B.

C.

The Department may set aside park areas to be used as a dog park.
In addition to the rules listed below, the Director is delegated the authority to make
rules and regulations for the dog park.
No person shall:
1. Bring his or her dog into a dog park unless said dog holds a current year’s
license.
2. Allow his or her dog in the dog park without being under complete control
of the owner.
3. Possess any firearm or ammunition in the dog park.
4. Bring any animal, other than a dog, into the dog park.

§9.11 Firearms and Weapons

A.

B.

Possession of a firearm within the Park System shall be in accordance with the
Pennsylvania Uniform Firearms Act (18 Pa.C.S. §§ 6101 et seq.).
Discharge of a firearm is prohibited, except in the following circumstances:

1. By any law enforcement officer or military personnel while carrying out the
duties and responsibilities of his/her position;

2. For hunting purposes in designated hunting areas as established by the
Department and in accordance with these Rules and Regulations;

3. In defense of human life or residence or place of business of the person
discharging the firearm in accordance with applicable state laws;

4. In accordance with a special use permit granted in accordance with these
Rules and Regulations.

Possession or use of an offensive weapon is prohibited within the Park System
unless specifically excepted as set forth in Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Statutes and
Consolidated Statutes Annotated.

Use or possession of an electric or electronic incapacitation device shall be in
accordance with Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Statutes and Consolidated Statutes
Annotated.

No person shall use a firearm or offensive weapon in a manner which places another
in fear of imminent serious bodily injury.

Use or discharge of an air rifle, air gun, paintball gun, BB gun, sling-shot, cross
bow, bow and arrow, or any other tension/air-propelled device is prohibited unless
in connection with a permissible fishing or hunting activity or in accordance with a
special use permit granted in accordance with these Rules and Regulations.

A Park Ranger shall confiscate any firearm or offensive weapon in the possession
of any person in violation of this section while in or upon property within the Park
System.

Definitions.--As used in this section, the following words and phrases shall have the
meanings given to them in this subsection:

1. "Firearm." Any weapon which is designed to or may readily be converted to
expel any projectile by the action of an explosive or the frame or receiver
of any such weapon.

2. "Offensive weapons." Any bomb, grenade, machine gun, sawed-off shotgun
with a barrel less than 18 inches, firearm specially made or specially
adapted for concealment or silent discharge, any blackjack, sandbag, metal
knuckles, dagger, knife, razor or cutting instrument, the blade of which is
exposed in an automatic way by switch, push-button, spring mechanism, or
otherwise, any stun gun, stun baton, taser or other electronic or electric
weapon or other implement for the infliction of serious bodily injury which
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serves no common lawful purpose.
§9.12 Fires

No person shall:
A. Set or cause to be set on fire any tree, woodland, brush, grassland, or meadow.
B. Set or cause to be set on fire any material, item, or property within the Park System
which is not intended for such purposes.
C. Build any fire except:
1. Within County owned fireplaces, metal grills, or approved public fire rings
using appropriate materials; or
2. Using camp stoves in areas designated for camping. Propane tanks in
excess of 1 1b. shall not be used within the Park System without written
approval from the Director. With the exception for camp stoves above,
personally owned grills may not be used within the Park System.
3. Fires in open spaces may be allowed with written approval from the
Director and only in the area designated by the Director for such purposes.
D. Drop, dump, throw, or otherwise scatter lighted matches, ashes, burning cigars,
cigarettes, tobacco paper, or other flammable material.
E. Leave fires unattended at any time or not fully extinguished before being abandoned
within the Park System.

§9.13 Fireworks and Explosives

The possession or discharge of any fireworks or explosives on property within the Park
System is prohibited, except with written permission from the Director.

§9.14 Fishing

A. Fishing with an appropriate license is permitted in all areas within the Park System
except those areas specifically posted otherwise.

B. Fishing must be done in accordance with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Code and
the rules and regulations of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission.

C. Bow-fishing is allowed if granted a permit.

D. All fishing is done at the permit holder’s own risk.

§9.15 Hindering Employees

No person shall:

A. Interfere with or hinder any Park Ranger, Park employee, or designee in the
performance of their duties.

B. Fail or refuse to obey any lawful command by a Park Ranger, Park employee, or
designee.

C. Provide false information to a Park Ranger, Park employee, or designee.

§9.16 Horses

No person shall:

A. Ride or lead a horse or pony upon any property within the Park System except on
specifically designated areas or trails and paved roads.

B. Ride a horse or pony in a careless, negligent, or reckless manner so as to create a
nuisance or to endanger the life or property of persons within the Park System.

C. Ride a horse or pony in a careless, negligent, or reckless manner causing damage to
a trail or property within the Park System.

D. Ride a horse or pony within the boundaries of a nature preserve.

This section does not apply to the Bucks County Horse Park (BCHP). Bucks County Horse

Park, Inc. is responsible for making the rules and regulations regarding horses within the
boundaries of the BCHP.
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§9.17 Hunting and Trapping

A. Hunting is prohibited on all property within the Park System unless posted or
designated otherwise.

B. Hunting within the Park System, where permissible, shall be limited to shotgun,
muzzle loader, and archery hunting. Hunting with a rifle is prohibited within the
Park System at all times.

C. Hunting must be done in accordance with the Pennsylvania Game and Wildlife Code
and the rules and regulations of the Pennsylvania Game Commission.

D. Trapping within the Park System is prohibited.

§9.18 Illegal Drugs and Controlled Substances

A. No person shall:

1. Consume or possess any illegal drug, drug paraphernalia, or controlled
substance, as listed and defined in the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L. 233, No,
64), 35 P.S. §§ 780-101 et. seq., known as the Controlled Substance, Drug
Device and Cosmetic Act, while in or upon any property within the Park
System.

2. Enter or remain within the Park System while under the influence of any
drug or controlled substance to the degree that they may be a danger to
themselves or other persons or property.

B. The Park Rangers shall confiscate illegal drugs, drug paraphernalia, or controlled
substances in any person’s possession while in or upon property within the Park
System.

C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit or interfere with the use or possession of a
controlled substance pursuant to a lawful order of a practitioner as defined by the
Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act.

§9.19 Littering

A. No person shall bring any wastepaper, sweepings, ashes, household waste, glass,
metal, yard waste, animal waste or carcass, refuse or rubbish or any dangerous or
detrimental substance into the Park System and deposit the same, either in a

receptacle or any other place.
B. Nothing in this section prohibits trash or waste generated in the Park System from a

picnic or similar activity to be put into receptacles supplied for that purpose.
§9.20 Metal Detecting

No person shall use a metal detector on Park Property without being issued a permit. Metal
detecting is prohibited at Fonthill Park, Stover-Myers Mill Park, Boone Farm property
(Langhorne), and the fenced area surrounding the Erwin-Stover House and Barn in Tinicum
Park and any other designated historic sites. Other permit conditions may be determined by
the Director.

§9.21 Peddling and Soliciting

No person shall:

A. Peddle or solicit business of any nature whatsoever or collect any fund for any service
or charity or distribute handbills or post other advertising matter including
unauthorized signs on property within the Park System unless first obtaining
permission in writing from the Director.

B. Display or post political signs or engage in any form of electioneering on property
within the Park System except that posting of political signs and materials are
permitted within one hundred (100) yards of buildings which are officially
designated as polling places by the Bucks County Board of Elections. Allowable
materials may be posted two (2) days prior to an election and must be removed within
one (1) day following the election. Any political signs or materials posted in or
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around the polling place must conform to the Election Code.

§9.22 Personal Conduct

No person shall:
A. With the intent to cause public inconvenience, annoyance, or alarm, or recklessly
creating a risk thereof
1. Engage in fighting or threatening, or in violent or tumultuous behavior;
2. Make unreasonable noise; or
3. Engage in any other behavior which would constitute the offense of disorderly
conduct.
B. Engage in any form of sexual activity as defined under18 Pa.C.S. 5901(%).
C. Appear in public in a manner that exposes genitalia, or in a manner that constitutes
open lewdness under 18 Pa.C.S. 5901.

§9.23 Swimming, Bathing and Wading

No person shall:

A. Swim, bathe or wade in any Department controlled waters except those specifically
designated for that purpose and/or permit ay be issued by the Department to
individuals or groups for training purposes.

B. Have in possession any glass or metal container at any swim area or in the water
adjacent to above mentioned areas unless otherwise designated.

C. Bathe, swim or wade in any Department operated pool unless said pool is open for
operation.

D. Bathe, swim or wade in any Department operated pool unless in compliance with
current pool regulations.

§9.24 Trespass

No person shall:

A. Enter upon any grounds or enter into any fenced-in area that have been posted by
the Department with “No Trespassing” signs or any sign that would indicate that the
area is not open to the general public without first obtaining a permit issued by the
Department.

B. Enter any building or area that is not open to the public.

C. Enter upon any construction site or disturb any construction equipment on property
within the Park System, with the exception of authorized personnel.

D. Enter upon any grounds or any building in violation of an expulsion order issued by
the Department.

§9.25 Unlawful Obstruction

A. No person shall force, threaten, intimidate, fence, enclose, or by any other means
prevent or obstruct any person from:
1. Entering, leaving, or making full use of the Park System.
2. Accessing their personal property while within the Park System.

B. This section shall not apply to lawful activities of authorized employees of the
Department consistent with the terms of Ordinance No. 170 of 2022 and other
applicable statues, rules, and regulations.

§9.26 Vandalism

No person shall:

A. Climb upon or in any way injure any statue, fountain, bench wall banister, ledge,
fence, balustrade, railing, pavilion, tree, athletic equipment, bridge, or other
equipment or structure or play on wet grounds in a manner injurious to turf.

B. Tamper with, mar, remove, or destroy any official or authorized sign.
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H.

. Deposit any bodily waste or fluids in or on any portion of any restroom or similar

facility or other public structure except directing into such particular fixtures as may
be provided for that purpose.

. Place any bottle, can, rag, cloth, metal, wood, or stone substance in any of the

plumbing fixtures in any restroom or similar facility or any other structure.
Cut, deface, mar, destroy, break, write on, or scratch any walls, floor, ceiling,
partition, tree, rock, fixture, or furniture.

F. Use paper towels, toilet paper, or waste soap in any improper manner.
G.

Cause damage to any Park System facilities, including restrooms, buildings,
structures, property, or equipment.
Engage in any form of graffiti activity within the Park System.

§9.27 Other Prohibited Activities

No person shall:

A.

B.
C.

Tomm o

!—1

Tamper with drinking fountains, hydrants, or other water system facilities or use
water other than for drinking or cooking unless otherwise designated.

Gamble in any form.

Dump or dispose of waste, garbage, or unwanted material that was not accumulated
during use of the Park System.

. Urinate or defecate anywhere in the Park System except in a restroom or other

facility provided for such purposes.
Engage in any form of golfing activity, except at designating golfing areas.
Throw rocks, stones, or other objects from any overlook or cliff,

. Fail to obey a posted park sign.
. Use a skateboard, in-line skates, or similar wheeled apparatus or equipment except

within an area designated as a skate park or on paved roadways.

Camp in the Park System except in designated areas with a permit or in other areas
with a special use permit.

Construct or occupy any man-made “survival” shelters in the Park System unless part
of an official Park System program.

Draft water from waterways that run through the Park System without obtaining
written permission from the Director.

Use any tobacco product or electronic cigarette, in any form, within 50 feet of a
recreational field/facility, or playground since these areas are designated as tobacco-
free.

M. Release balloons or sky lanterns within the Park System

§10 Fees and Charges

A.

No person shall use any facility, campsite, land, water, or area for which a fee or
charge has been established by the Department without pre-payment of such fee or
charge.

The Department may establish and, from time to time, revise fees and/or charges
associated with use of the Park System.

The annual fee schedule shall be submitted and approved as part of the annual
County budget process.

All fees or charges must be reasonable and must relate to the County’s necessarily
incurred costs for providing the use.

§11 State Statutes, Other Applicable Regulations

All applicable statutes, rules, and regulations of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall
have full force and effect upon any property within the Park System and shall be enforced
by those having appropriate jurisdiction.

§12 Penalties
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